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Our   Mission   
Through   research,   education,   and   civic   engagement,   the   Witness   Stones   Project,   Inc.,   seeks   to   
restore   the   history   and   honor   the   humanity   of   the   enslaved   individuals   who   helped   build   our   
communities.   

Our   History   
For   years,   teacher   Dennis   Culliton   had   been   experimenting   with   ways   to   use   archival   
documents   to   teach   the   real   history   of   slavery   in   New   England   to   his   middle   school   students.   
Culliton   wanted   his   students   to   come   to   understand   not   just   the   depravity   of   the   institution   of   
slavery,   but   the   legal   and   economic   framework   that   supporteded   it.   He   wanted   his   students   to   
recognize   the   agency   and   acts   of   resistance   of   those   who   were   enslaved.   And   he   wanted   to   find   
a   way   for   the   students   to   publicly   remember   and   honor   the   lives   of   those   enslaved   individuals   
who   helped   build   their   community.   
  

Another   Guilford   resident,   psychotherapist   Doug   Nygren,   suggested   that   the    Stolpersteine —   
public   paving   stones   for   victims   of   Nazi   persecution—might   be   a   good   model   for   memorializing  
the   enslaved   men   and   women   who   had   lived,   worked,   and   worshipped   in   their   communities.   
With   the   blessing   of   the   Stolpersteine   organizers,   the   Witness   Stones   Project   was   born.     
  

The   Project’s   mission   is   to   restore   the   history   and   honor   the   humanity   of   the   enslaved   
individuals   who   helped   build   our   communities.   We   do   this   work   through   teacher   workshops,   
engagement   with   students   and   members   of   our   community,   and,   finally,   memorializing   enslaved   
individuals   through   the   placement   of   markers   in   our   communities.   

In   2017,   the   first   school   program   in   Guilford   reached   275   students.   Since   then,   the   Witness   
Stones   Project   has   grown   the   program   to   include   25   affiliated   schools   and   historical   institutions   
in   Connecticut,   Massachusetts,   and   New   Jersey.   By   the   end   of   the   2020-21   school   year,   the   
Project   will   have   reached   more   than   4,700    middle   and   high   school   students.   

   

https://www.stolpersteine-berlin.de/en


Our   Team   
Dennis   Culliton   -   Founder   &   Executive   Director   
Dennis  Culliton,  M.A.T.,  C.A.G.S.,  is  the  Founder  and  Executive           
Director  of  the  Witness  Stones  Project.  He  served  in  the  U.S.             
Marine  Corps  before  attending  college  at  the  University  of           
Massachusetts,  where  he  received  degrees  in  anthropology  and          
economics.  After  a  decade  working  for  the  federal  government,           
he  went  on  to  Quinnipiac  University,  graduating  with  a  Master  of             
Arts  in  Teaching  in  history.  While  in  his  third  decade  of  teaching,              
he  started  the  Witness  Stones  Project  with  his  students  in            
Guilford,  Connecticut.  Besides  this  project,  Dennis  is  devoted  to           
his  wife  of  42  years,  his  three  adult  children  and  his             
granddaughter,   Frankie.   
  
  

Pat   Wilson   Pheanious   -   Co-chair   of   the   Board   of   Directors   
  

Pat   Wilson   Pheanious,   J.D.,   M.S.W.,   was   born   in   Willimantic,   
Connecticut.   She   earned   a   master’s   degree   in   social   work   and   a   law   
degree   from   the   University   of   Connecticut.   She   served   in   the   
Connecticut   House   of   Representatives,   representing   the   state’s   
53rd   District,   and   as   the   Commissioner   of   the   State   Department   of   
Social   Services.   Representative   Pheanious   was   also   an   associate   
professor   of   social   work   at   the   University   of   Connecticut   and   a   
trustee   of   the   university.   Her   ancestors   Phillis   and   Montros   were   
among   the   first   to   be   memorialized   with   Witness   Stoness.   
  
  
  

Our   Presence   
Media   Inquiries:   Dennis   Culliton,    Dennis@WitnessStonesProject.org   
Website:    https://witnessstonesproject.org/   
Instagram:    https://www.instagram.com/witnessstonesproject/   
Facebook:    https://www.facebook.com/WitnessStones/   
Twitter:    https://twitter.com/WitnessStones   
Latest   News:    https://witnessstonesproject.org/blog/   
Register   for   Email   Updates:    Mailing   List   
Mailing   Address:   P.O.Box   250,   Guilford,   CT   06437   
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Our   Press   
WTNH   -   New   Haven:    WItness   Stones   Project   Begins   in   Guilford   
  

Connecticut   Magazine :    A   Memorial   Project   Is   Rediscovering   Stories   of   Slavery   in   Connecticut   
  

Hartford   Courant :    In   the   Wake   of   George   Floyd’s   Death,   a   Connecticut   Town   Marks   Juneteenth   
and   Recalls   Its   Own   Legacy   of   Enslaving   Men,   Women   and   Children   
  

New   Haven   Register :    “Look   at   the   Whole   Story”:   Connecticut   Educators   Rethink   Lessons   on   
Racism   
  

Teaching   Tolerance   Magazine :    Bearing   Witness   to   the   Hard   History   of   Guilford   
  

Vermont   Public   Radio:    New   England's   Abolitionist   History   At   Odds   With   Racist   Realities   
  

WNPR’s   Where   We   Live:    Through   Local   History,   A   Stronger   Sense   of   Place   
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